Bridging Academia and Industry: Enhancing Workforce Readiness through Experiential Learning
Sharon N. Obasi, Ph.D., University of Nebraska at Kearney N
UN_K Beth Hinga, Ph.D., Newberry College ¥

Introduction Industry Engagement: Guest Speakers/ Industry Engagement: Research
Workshops

Today's dynamic job market requires integrating Engaging industry professionals as guest speakers and Facilitating faculty engagement in industry-related
experiential learning with industry alliances. These workshop faclilitators to provide students with insights into research projects and initiatives to enrich teaching

. . . . . | | and foster knowledge exchange between academia
vartnerships equip students with practical skills, iIndustry trends and career development strategies. g g

. . . and industry.
Industry Insights, and professional networks, .

_ _ | < Department of Teacher Education students learn from
propelling their careers forward. Here are effective hrofessionals in the field via teacher preparation
examples of bridging academia and industry. orograms.

Internships and Co-Op Programs

Designing effective internship and co-op programs
with industry partners for hands-on experience and
exposure.

*» 60% of College of Business and Technology
graduates complete internships.

Project-Based Learning Curriculum Co-Creatior

Academic and industry partnerships ensure:

Incorporating real-world projects sponsored by Collaborating with industry partners to co-create or

iIndustry partners into the curriculum to enhance revise curriculum content to ensure its relevance . o . .

problem-solving and teamwork skills. and alignment with workforce needs. v rl?eeéed\;ance. Aligning curriculum with industry

< Department of Communication students produce % Department of Counseling, School . . - .
print and online versions of The Antelope, a Psychology, and Family Science advisory v Networkl_n_g: Providing access to mentors and job
campus newspaper that has existed for over 110 poards help inform curriculum and course Opportunities.
years. development.

*»» Career Readiness: Enhancing soft skills and
practical experiences
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